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Dialectics· of Liberation· is a .. mess. Go back ..... ___ ~ 
the period-1947-.5); when CLR.f.told riie .to shut .up· ·• Rn<l ron scm~! .. 

· thing on crga•·1ization, iri~tEiad .of' ~a:mhy. :~llei'e w~re. 
, fights· ~ver the whol~ ·pe;::~o~ :f'r~m\1947-.5:3:7- ·- · · . _ . • 

. - They began with the trip to E~rope' and~ the cable I had, .. 
. ' ' ' - . . -. .· ·. 

to· sen~ ~nr-.hva~ing·_s-~~~ait~t· s~~~~ tx~;t_that ti~a f,:g~t .·· .. _ ' _ 
a letter fi.om CI.RJ and GL, saying that we ,'Will have a buhetilf 

~ . . . ; ' . ·~.... ' -.. . . -. ~ . . .. 

-.with my e~onomio . ~tudy of RU~s~a~~he. reaJ.l~ !lah~~~S, ::.• 
. . . wili iirtr~d~ce 'it ;iii be CLRJ ~n ;;rllaJ.~otical· Mai:erialism -•-. . ~ 

. ·:md the ~ate of Hum~ity".,.e':RDis to gd itpu~lished·in_ -.·· -_ >. •-

,,-_, ___ ''·-·· Europe~! went to tr~r to' :find Scrtr6, but he \Vas in Carmes·,- -· :. -

. . There .w1s the fig~tfith Naville, who reje_cted it·. But m~anw~ile ..... 

. yithin Haville's up, there were_ those wh.·o l~ked~JT~writit~_~~-· .. ·:."'_.· _._,·. ___ . ___ :·· 
. &' . · ~ · y r?U ( .::..u._~ _.. -11e:: -A.., ~o 

_. /11They forced !lav;lle to publish RD. in 1946}.,._.,~ca}l1teiii'nt.7v}L _.· , ~: 
/ -Then in 191l·7 there were other publications of RD in French-- (~i-J t.~al~( 

in Quatrieme Internationale, in Revue Internatj_onale (NavilleJ';--·---..:.-'' .... JJ 
. There is. much by RD published in French and Ita:J.i~n in the . ,. ' . 

{1940s that we don't have. I never got the"Fat~ o:f.' Hume..;ity" · · .. , ,, . ·' 

. published,. but cr..-qJ sa\'( that the!'e were ilhose ·it; Europe' ~/J"" ?-« l t:.;jl..<>( ~--
. ... d · • RD · k "'-.,._ro .<A•v -::: J \t .. ( n t. · 11S1~~~~ .. -n~... · :~~ · · eres .e J..n. :, 1 ~ wo-,;o • ......-r. _ ~ 1--/'. .... ,. . 

- (h(l..e...UV' >tl1-t ~ ,. 111*-.t ~-b, •t w .... f/l._f,!;e-«4""'- ~· _/ m ·c 
• tlhf!n..;pgo't !fa~k, I didn • t want to· stay in NY~th e . \ I~ 't !~'f' . 
PC of ,Si'lF. Went~ to Pittsburgh. \'le we;re already dlsoussi11g ~----.-,, -~- .. 

- ~ 
Absolute in 1947, or at least b~;,~s. CLRJ says1 I looked 

in Philosophy of f•liM.-- but ta~~othing in tliffe :f'or 

us~. His p~s.ition wa!~~e ~~~h~ _9ne ·t? answer the prob-

··· J..~~ of Abs~lute. R_~-~Siful~p out.7Jb.en we move to the 

· · trans~,ations ·of the lett6~s accompanying the ;!!tlilosophig 
''·' -_ ' .... :;..~•/ 

Notebooks, CLRJ' saw that there was a critique o:r him in the··--
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· 'page:~·:'·· .. ___ -· .· _ . )~f17fJJ._ 0· ... " .·_,~,~>s~~~~ _ .1~~A~ -~- ~i!Ui/l- •• v-, 
· • .. )>.·~~Oro\] ;;..\rif I. id,., t: j,r; f. 

~ \/_::{~~,:i:,:i:f:~~~;·~~~e: ~~ Ne~~-~-~~(~et,t~r~ . . . ..~. ~~e_=:_: _•-~.·~;_ ~-~~~~(t¢:W.~~~; 
·: ··,phlet :~.ve'pUblished wa~ VIL'.s !!li and my lett!!rs ·on ,the AI' 

'·.' · .... · •. · c.?~i,?~~:~:;·~~;~~)a(;h:a~ -.~h,~~;';i~_;the g~ound:for' ~~~-: we'· •. ' •.. 
. · ·. down ,the 1953 .lettei's.: We 'discussed oihly ··lOti VII,' s. PI{;. to 

. ;:: __ ::•-\-.'~~-~_;; ___ .;_-- ... -~:-~:_· ::-.::;::_;·· ... '.." _..; .. _:~.- ~::~:::;··~:';.'>:~-- .. : . ·_ '-' .. ' :' -. ·. -. -: .. ~: __ :~-: .. :. : . .' 
. ·. : ,the •extent :we discussed 'it at all. And we -plt:iyed down RD' S· . 

. • · .. ~;~~v:i~d.g·~;ciiRus~i~~---il~~~~i~ th~ iate 194os,· ihe n .· . 
. .,_,_ .. -.~ .... _ .. -;:-'•:.':_~,-:,f\..~ .... _-' ;-. _ .. ~-.;·-.--:"-.::--' " ·- ,-.:_._;: __ ._· __ . . . 

. ·. : RD1 s ·:trrufiation o:f'Pi~khanov' s "The Meaning .of. Hegel,;:. But • . 

.,.,,,_._,, •.•... "' _,<_,.· .. \~ey::h.~~-;ih~~r.ted··.;~:e~itnr'.s_.nnte, abimt- hn~ ,the-~ct;r<>~siati.nn. 
had been·:~.~hecked" S.gai~st-·the German, So the playing down -

.. ' •': . . 

· .of the l'etters em AI_when the p8.11phlet came out iri 19.53 is 

. . .-. . e:-....'!-.."- ·"- . . . . , 7]t.(Mz- -. . 
·. u~derst_andab.le, ii'. y~epin mind tho Whol~:~.;;.i_J, 

· · ~villa pens· when g£: is pu ~ V' There . ,... ... . . ·· ._ -_. -. . -.. . -.· .. · . . - . . · · .. __ ,_ n""r-n,1 ... 
are _so many _:fwr~ ~evolutJ.o~y ~vents and J.deas-- but. they . \-e..-:~-: . •-· 
are seen ~~thout- any_under~tanding of the' process by'which .· \-~~ 
I wrote them, without any vie~ oi' Hegel. · . ~~ 

. ·.So _I :propose tha~ the organizatic:m ·read Hegel, and wrote 
' .. · 

:the summaries ~f- Hegel's works -in 1960-61, \'lhy weren't they 

eve~ 'discuss~d'l To this day there is no.listing by dates of 
:., . . . · . 

. the summaries 'in Dialectics of !.iberation_. The _letter to 

Koffler on tragedy in Phenomenology doesn't belong~here a~ 
- . ~ ~)Cl'. ?! ~_;;(- ,., ~ ·.all~~. -'lto-i- t'- I /~ ·1 . • -~~ v~-~~ --? . ~- . 

. , •. ;:· '/'. _Nothing ·mo:r:-e Ul done until 12./67 when we have the classes . 
.' .. · .. ·; 
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~\m,~~-i~f3:Pt~'1974 there· 

It is after P&R,. yet ·lJl.ll.!~:E.mUU 
··.·c,;~:"')me:n"t:Lona.d~ Th~n there is a :later·.' ,.,,,.,..1 

: -., 

kniows no philosophy, is ·catching mistakes.• But riothing ,: 

·• ;';·;;<~',;::,,:·N~~~i'd~~~d philosophical.~r· ; : _ . . . . . ... ··_.· •... _ ..... ·.··· ·.·.-.• ··.: . 
·.::• /:.:·;;:;-~;,~.(·:Even later y¢t..;;.. in 198.3('/) i' I point out that, Philos 

..... • :;:~:·::;;~i·-~ind i~ ·there, but not on t~e c~~er. So w~ get rie; .c~ver, 
l~:~:;:;,_.,,;;::;c. -~>:.but that• s aii. There is no I;t~~duction y~-t ·.··· 

. . . _. ' . _ .... ~ . . ... 

.. -.· .... 

. .. -
·, 

on Phenomenology, and that with NE\'1 INTRO by· RD. 

---·-c·--------------- (ll!ike ·Here) 

Go back,~960. The dimension of Africa in the ~urope ... ·---..... 

trip is very impox-tant. I met Dixon Colley there· iri ·England. 

The A:frica Forum· meeting in London. I took up the: questi<ln_ 

of' :tke.'t Hegel •. Told them to disregard what Heg~l said :on 

history-":" ail the bad things h:: said on Africa-.:. and take 
': ·-·· 

his strict.philosophy.{Here RD discussed the Lecture on 

"r.'~x· s Debt to Hegel" at Leeds ln London; as it is in FSMs 

and in Japan.) OK, before the trip(?) there was the ? of 
• 

the union between Senegal and Mali. I went to Presence Afri-,, 
.·cah-ie and got copios of Senghor•s speech. Modibo Keita, 

~{~ 

the Pres. of t4ali, very important. To Left of. Toure. The point 
-' -~ ;~ . . . ' . ·- /} -:. . . 
. was that dialecUcs was being dis.::ussoi!d in West A:frica:~. ·. ' - .. - '.' . . .--. . - -

. ·' .. :. ' ·-- .~- . --. . . . ·-;-- ' 

: The. latter to m.: (10/60) on Absolute and Third ~Torl~ 
(,!-:~,:~~-.:c·;·:-: )·>,l'EIVCl•llitlons comes out of this. ·The ·key to the :whole .period " 
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Didn't have .. CI:BJ arid GL~ 
-,., .;.:. -

· The .yP.ars 1958-60: · 
' . 

.-.·~; . 

i) r:!&F w~~ out mn\1. thete·ware lots or_reviews,: 'but tiley. 

stillmostlv on· economics. . . .··. - ~ . 

' 2) The FraZnkfui-t school thought .I was still "small trY", 
.. 

3) In News & Letters Committees, . there was the division betwee; , 

careerists like Saul and proletarians .like John and Inez, ·' .. 

. -- ~· "'"'""" - . _-_···.··;:-·:;:·.--.:·.: .. : 

plus Blacks like Denby, Where to have discussion ori philosophy 

· · ·• ··· after r.T&F? AFRICA AND ...@.SOLUTE-- came in at one and the same 

time, But when I tell ,this to hlt., it's like waving a red 

flag in front of a bull, 

So I dug into Phenomenology (1960) all over again; But · 

·~hen comes the events of the ·1960s, the activism of the Civil 

........ ·-· •• I ,, , ...; .::-.1.- .1.1..-.1.. 'P'L---· "'"'""' .J ,..,..,.,.,.-
w"'. ...... n~ ..... ·'·"v"-- .... -- •- p n'r",-- .L11'•U '11~ •·, "''UIIl .1~0'' -ro· .1"oo· .1· · · .1-'-~f:).U• Uoi:l 1'1V 'C.t.U'Q".t.£ 1.1. U ~ --... 5CU v ._.. v ... J- _, ._., v _,. 

couldn't say much on Hegel. The summaries didn't go anywhere 

then in the organization, 

.._-:::.:..-.' 

~--· .. 


