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aov~mment oi Great Britain answered with 
armored can. 

•·Jn this manner the colonial question in its 
~ntirety became the order of the day not alone 
on the green table of the diplomatic conferences 
at Paris. hut alw in the colonies themselves. 
Th~ Wilaon program. at the very best, calls only 
for a change in the firm name of colonial en
elavement. .Liberation nf the colonies can only 
happen together with liberation of the work
ing class of the e&J•it;tl cities. The workers and 
peasanll not only of .\nnam, Algeria. Ben,al 
but also of Persia and Armenia. can gain Ill
dependent existence only after the laborers of 
England and France have overthrown Lloyd 
George and Clemenceau and taken the power 
into their own hands. Even now in the more 
advanced colonirs the battle goes on not onl,r 
under the Rag of national liberation, but 11 
assumes also an open and outspoken social char
acter. Capitalistic Europe has drawn the back
ward countries by force into the capitalistic 
whirl~!, and Socialisic Europe will come to 
the a1d of the liberated colonies with its tech
nique, its organization. its spiritual inRuence, in 
order to facilitate their transition into the orderly 
system of socialistic economy. 

"Colonial slaves of Africa and Asia I The hour 
of triumph of the Proletarian Dictatorship of 
Europe will also be the hour of y~ur liberation I" 

Almost an invitation to Negroes from 
l\Ir. Palmer to work for that hour in Europe 
and-elsewhere! 

TWO NEGRO PAPERS DISCOVER 
AMERICANISM 

~Iuch maudlin nonsense has been written 
about .Americanism in the Negro press re
cently, and thinking Negroes have bec:n 
forced to sit in shame while servile and 
idiotic editors emulated the great An~<•ric.m 
spirit-the great American spirit of the 
lynching bee. the jim-crow car, the ghetto. 
the partial court of "justice," and many 
other vile fratures of that spirit. But the 
Negro press is not all servile. Our editors 
are not all blind idiots-or worse. And at 
last Americanism is being discovered and 
interpreted in its true light. Of it Tlr~ 
Wlrip, (Chicago, Ill.), says: 

Americanism! Is that the vile and bloody 
thing that paraded in Washington, in Omaha, 
in Chicago, in Springfield and in Tulsa? Amer
icanism! Is that the hideous creature who mas
querades in skull and bones calling himself 
the Ku Klux? Americaism I Is that the thing 
which Jim Crows and taxes and then will not 
allow the taxed representation? Americanism! 
It. :h.al the thing which lynches, burns and mur
ders the weak? If so, then give us Lords and 
Kinrs with guillotines and dungeons. 

Tulsa's way is not the human way. It is the 
American way which honor, valor, virtue and 
civilization must change. 

And in the Smoky City, the Pittsburg!J 
A111rricnu takes up the battle cry of truth 
against hypocrisy and discusses American
ism as follows: 

But what of Americanism as it IS. Lynching, 
nronage, discrimination, disfranchisement, jim-
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crnwism. J.;u Klux, mob v:olo:nce, 11nd such shlme
ful outral'es arc 1ynnnymou1 with present tlay 
·"mericamsm. 

THE TULSA RIOT AND THE 
AFRICAN BLOOD BROTHERHOOD 

The :\frican ntood Brotherhood hu 
IK't'n accu!IC<I hy the Oklahoma State and 
military authoritiC's of having "fomC'nted 
and directed the Tulsa riot" and of being 
11 "highly aggressive" organization "seeking 
to foment unrest among Negroes." 

As pretty nearly everybody knows that 
the Tulsa riot was fomented by the malici
ous misrepresentation by the Tulsa white 
press as an attack, with the implication of 
rape, an exchange of words. between a 
Negro man and a white woman, there is 
no need to answer the charge that the A. 
n. n. fommted the riot. 

.\s to whether the Tulsa Post of the A. 
B. B. had any part in orgaui:ing and di
ruling Negro defense once the riot had 
started-that is another matter, and some
thing that the Oklahoma authorities can 
find out for themselves. 

The accusation that the A. B. B. seeks 
to foment unrest among Negroes is false. 
and the white authorities of Oklahoma and 
all of their cracker brethren in other south
ern states know it to be such. The A. B. B. 
is organized not for aggression, but for pro
tection of otherwise defenceless Negroes. 
'We do not have to foment unrest among 
Negroes when unrest already exists among 
them. Agitation is not needed, since the 
white man's many acts of injustice and ma
licious cruelty serve the purpose all too 
effectively. The trouble with the white man 
is that he forgets that the Negro is human 
and will accordingly react in much the same 
manner as other humans to wrongs and in
justices. Cruelty and kindness need no in
terpretation, but are their own interpreters. 
It is not necessary, as the white man seems 
to believe, for Negro "agitators" to in
terpret and explain to the Negro masses the 
white man's acts of injustice against them. 
Negroes do not have to be told that lynch
ings and mob murders are barbarous acts 
o( injustice. Where there is injustice, what 
m·ed to seek for other agitational causes? 

As a matter of fact, however, the accu
sation against the A. B. B. comes not of an 
honest belief on the part of the Oklahoma 
authorities that this organization had any 
part in fomenting or starting the recent 
ri•lt, hut rather from a belief that we are 
responsible for the organization and tactics 
which enabled the attacked Negroes to de
fend themselves so effectively and elimin-
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ate the easy massacre of leaderless Negroes 
which in earlier years regularly featured 
the so-called race riots of that time. As 
to that, we neither deny nor affirm. We 
merely hope that all Negroes in the United 
States will be wise enough to emulate the 
national policies of the United States and 
prepare m e\·ent of wanton attack to sell 
their lives dearly. For this defensive and 
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essentially non-aggressive purpose we call 
upon all Negro men and women to enroll 
with the African Blood Brotherhood, a 
peace-loving. but prot~ctive organization· of 
red-blooded Negroes. 

THE AFRICAN BLOOD 
BROTHERHOOD, 

Cyril V. Briggs. E.t-a11tivr Head. 

Toussaint L'Overture Before Gonaives 

(Ethiopian Idylls: Cauto VI.) 

By BEN E. BURRELL 

Down from the distant mountains came the 
chief. 

His faithful charger worn but faithful still, 
Making his path full warily and well, 

.As if he knew his master's noble heut 
Was bent on freedom for his ancient race. 
And so he bore him through the night, till 

dawn 
Made silver sparkles on the tears of night, 
When, lo! to westward stretched the Carib 

sea 
And at his feet the town of Gonaives; 
There at her outskirts lay that noble band 
That gave the Negro progress, prestige, 

fame. 
Then spoke the chief, his eyes aftame with 

fire, 
Made tenfold martial bl his Afr:c blood: 
••comrades, the cause o freedom shakes the 

earth, 
So let us show the world our might and 

faith 
ln Ethiopia's hopes and destinies. 
Before us lies the Anglo-Saxon host, 
The hate of Europe to besiege our land; 
And they have brought our em.Javed 

brethren here 
Against their will, to screen them in the 

fight. 
And slay them not, but teach them brother-

hood, 
For their own freedom we do fight as well. 
Remember, comrades, ours it is to lead 
The fight for Negro progress in the earth .. 
We shall show forth to all of human-kind 
Our valor and our native chivalry, 
But Africans have never failed in fight 
For liberty and common brotherhood. 

••Mark well these words of mine: L'Over-
ture 

Hath spoken to you, comrades-mine-in
arms. 

I f. we defy their armaments today, 

Then black men shall begin a newer birth 
llased upon progress, love and brQtherhood; 
And if your vision even fails this time 
Scarce well a century shall pass away 
When o'er these islands of the Antilles 
One ftag of freedom shall in triumph wave, 
One great republic s~all by right endure, 
Dictating terms within this Carib lake. 
But strike the blow, and it shall this day be 
That Negroes shall show faith as never 

shown 
Since the beginning of this planet round. 

"But charge I The foeman comes I Charge I 
charge! 

By this last drop of blood L'Overture hath 
sworn 

To fall or conquer! Onward, brethren brave, 
To freedom! Let the whole wide world 

beware. 
Let everr bullet tell upon the foe, 
And let tt not be said that Negro men 
Have fallen with their backs toward the foe. 
Die fighting I Such is Afric's heritage 1'' 

BROTHERHOOD 
"I'm better than rou" has been the creed, 
Men have been 'prasoned and killed by greed, 
For Mammon has been too base no deed
'Tis Brotherhood we need. 
The earth has been ruled by ruthless might, 
The rule of the few a crime, a blight, 
We've lived in mis'ry a long. dark night, 
Yet lit with one, true light:-
The trend to Brotherhood-
The reign of Right and Good: 
\Ve've always_ understood 
Our need-World Brotherhood. 

-Hal Brommds. 

of April 11 places the whole of the water 
transport under the control of the Commis
sariat for Railways. The regulations will be 
drawn up by the Commissariat. \Vorker1, em• 
ployes, arivalids, students and children under 
16' have the right to free passage. 

"Machovik" writes: In the year 1920 there 
were 2,250 illiterates among the workers in 
the public feeding service in Prtroarad. The 
number has now been reducrd to 260. 
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