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SAVERS 0F SOULS AND SELLERS OF MEN
By c. VALENTINE.

“'e have nothing against the religion
of Christ as expounded by jesus and the
apostles, but we have often wondered what
is there in its modern version that leads
the average Negro preacher to emulate
the example of Judas lscariot rather than
that of any of the other disciples or even
of the Master Himself.
Always it is that the blackest act of
treachery finds execution at the hands of
the Negro preachers. It would seem
that when the tempter has failed every
where else he sardonically and confident
ly turns to the preachers for the execution
of his evil work, knowing by experience
that his thirty pieces of silver are sure to
find a ready acceptance among most of the
gentry.
While all races have their traitors the
Negro race is peculiarly “honored” in hav
ing most of its traitors among the preach
ers and most of the preachers among its
traitors. \Vitness this blackest and latest
bit of treachery from the savers of souls
and the sellers of men:
“We discourage and emphatically declare
our opposition to people of the North who do
not understand conditions in the South inter
meddling with our relationship. If we are
left to ourselves we will in time adjust all our
differences for the good of all concerned."
This resolution—note the familiar
phraseology, of which we will speak later
—-was adopted by the executive board of
the St., John's Missionary Negro Baptist
Association at Austin, Texas, and subse
quently adopted by “a joint meeting of the
races" under the auspices of the St. John’s
Missionary Baptist Association, along with
a statement condemning the Negro

magazines that urged Negroes to run or
political offices, and discouragingv Negro
political aspirations “except where such
action is agreeable to both races"—agrec
able to the whites, that is!
Now, at any time this treachery would
be black enough, but at this time when
red-blooded leaders of the race are en
deavoring to attract the attention of the
world to the pitiable condition of the
Negroes in the United States with a view
to bringing world public opinion to bear,
upon the matter, and when Negroesghave
shed their blood both in Europe and over
here in Chicago, \Vashington. Knoxville

and other places that every member of the
race may be protected in its right to life
and liberty, it is treachery of the blackest
kind to surrender that which has so far
been won as well as all hope for an honor
able adjustment in the near future. And
this is just what the St. John's Mission
ary Negro Baptist Association has at
tempted to do.
All that prevents the attempted surren
der is that even the white South into
whose bloody hands it was attempted to
surrender our rights—even the white South
knows that it is sheer impudence for
any body of truckling, race-selling preach
ers to attempt to interpret the Negro’s
viewpoint in this day, when that view
point has already received most ample and
emphatic interpretation in the affairs at
\N'ashington, Chicago, Knoxville and a
hundred other places—more than half of
these in the South—where the Negro has
given warning of his grim determination
to defend his life and liberties against all
aggression.
The time is past when Negro preachers
can safely capitalize their “Christian lead
ership" of the race. The Negro race to
day is not so much interested in the Sweet
By and By as it is in the Hell Here and
Now. Negroes are humans, and Ilike
other humans want some of the good things
of this life rather than to have them all
massed on a promissory note for some
problematic future date or life. They want
something more than mere promises from
their oppressors and the traitor-tools of
the latter, for they know just what the
promises of the white South amount to
and know how much of a chance they
have of getting a square deal in that sec
tion without outside intervention. And if
the chances are slim for such intervention
on the part of a North now grown race
prejudiced, the chances of the white South
voluntarily giving the Negro a square deal
are slimmer yet.

“he think we can safely leave it to our
deaders to draw their own conclusion in
the matter, but before closing we would
direct their attention—if, indeed, they
haven’t already noted it—to the earmarks
of cancassian composition in the resolu
tion itself. How often have not our tired
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ears listened to the statement from cracker
demagogues that the North should mind
its own business; and that it does not un
derstand conditions in the South—all
capped with the grand peroration “how
would you like your daughter to marry a

r

nigger?" We are satisfied that the com
position of the resolution is that of a
white or whites; all that we do not yet
know is the amount cleared by the St.
john’s Missionary Negro Baptist Associa
tion for its most shameless and damnable
treachery.

ANDREW CARNEGIE-- FlEND 0R ANGlili?
By CYRIL V. BRIGGS we 51.

Much drivel and nonsense has appeared
in both the white and colored press about
the late Andrew Carnegie, and his exam
ple has been held up to the world as one
worthy of adulation and emulation.
But before worshipping Carnegie and
emulating his example let us see who An
drew Carnegie was and what we would be
emulating.

Carnegie accumulated his vast wealth
by the inhuman and grinding exploitation
of other men and of weak women and
young children. He accumulated his hun~
dreds of millions by denying to others an
equitable share in the wealth their labor
produced and by forcing his employes to
work at starvation wages and long hours,
using scabs to replace them when they
organized to resist his financial oppression
and having them shot down by state mili
tias when they dared to resist his efforts
to lock them out and starve them and their
families.
The case of Homestead in 1892 is but
one of a series of like incidents in the
life of the “great” steel king and “philan
thropist.” Thousands of workers, who, by
their toil had made it possible for Carnegie
to exist in luxury and idleness, had struck
for better wages and improved working
conditions. Andrew Carnegie, “angel”
and "philanthropist," according to the
minion press, answered them with strike
breakers and private detectives and, final
ly (these failing) by the bayonets and rifles
of state militia,~sent ostensibly to preserve
"law and order" but in reality to preserve
Carnegie’s clutch upon the throats of the
workers.

And this is the man—with his hands
red with the blood of the workers—whose
example is held up to the world by the
capitalist and the colored slave press as
worthy of praise and emulation. His
"great charities" are used to prove his
worth. His greater thefts are forgotten

and ignored. The minion press also for
gets that what was given back to the
people in the form of non-edible libraries,
etc., was only a small part of what was
stolen. Had the' workers been given their
just deserts in the first place, Camegie's
grand accumulation of wealth would have
been impossible and his philanthropy and
charity unnecessary. As it is

,

doling out
to a man pittances out of the wealth of
which you have robbed him is much like
adding insult to injury.
We would suggest to our readers that
after reading the panegyrics of the slave
press upon Carnegie they turn, first, to
the life of Christ and find whether the ac
cunmlation of huge fortunes upon the un
requited toil of his fellow-men was one
of the features of that noble life, and, sec
ond, that they read Karl Marx's work on
“Value, Price and Profit." That brilliant
work in unanswerable logic shows that
labor-power applied to the natural rc
sonrcc is all wealth; that labor receives
'only enough of the wealth it creates to live
and reproduce its kind for further capital
ist exploitation. The surplus is profit.
About four-fifths of the wealth produced
by labor is never received by the workers.

It goes to swell already swollen fortunes,
to the dishonest and inhuman owners of
which the worker is asked to bow down
and worship.

OUR JEAN d'ARC.
The American Detense Fund tor the rel‘et o!
the l'l-yeur-oid girl who. during the riot: in
\Vnahington. is accused or killing a. policeman
who invaded her home, but who is believed to
be innocent, in growing. Are you a ram. man
or woman? Suhaer be today. One man. I). \V.
Lee. walked all the way trom Woods Run, ow
ing to the strike. to contribute.

The List.
J. \Veiired Holmes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . .JLOO
Richard Neluon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . LOO
D. M. \Vashington. Gary. Ind. . . .. 1.00
C. \\'. Heath. \\'eilnburg. \\’. \'n .. [1.00
George Blue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00
t). w. Lee. “'de nun ......... .. '

1.00
-—i"ittubur|: American. 2t15 Center Ave.
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