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iash Motor, Seaman
A). Strikers Reject

firms’ Truce Terms
V .

/'imaMst Mayor Wants
To Stave Off Action

by Workers
By E. G. CLARKE

j MILWAUKEE, Wis., March 25.
■j ie workers on strike at the Sea-
J; in Body Corporation, Milwaukee,

u std the Nash Motors Co. at Racine
A d Kenosha have rejected as “un-
iij.isfaetory and unacceptable” the
■•ms under which the companies

Monday offered the strikers and
ider which they announced they

, luld reliire them.
> , The strikers renewed their de-
I 'ands for a 20 per cent wage in-

•ease, union recognition, establish-
, l ent of seniority rights and abol-
' t ltnent of groupproduction.
(} jin the reply of the bosses, men-

j .oned above, they evaded the issue
’ collective bargaining and pro-
eed dealing with indefinite groups

) td individuals. They admitted no
■ inimum standards, but instead

ed to place a bludgeon in their
( aids to further beat down the
! ' Ang standards of the workers,

j 1 hey refused the 20 per cent in-
ease in wages on the claim that
ley couldn't afford it or even the
imand for a 60-cent per hour
.inimum.|ln reply to the demand for

, sniority (security in jobs) “in em-
Ijoyment to protect every employe
gainst discharge or demotion with-

, *t good cause and providing for a
\ paring on the question of justifica-
i thn of any case of discharge or de-
' .lotion,” the company replied: “We

wpeot to follow the merit clause in■ :ie automobile code and to select,
atein or advance employes on the
«sis of individual merit, without
egard to their membership or non-
lembership in any organization.”
n other words. Case, like the rest
t the slave-drivers, retains the
light to impose anything he wants
cj» on the workers, to which they
lust submit if they want their jobs.

Thank Bill Green
The workers have Bill Green to

hank for the "merit clause” of the
t T». A. slavery code—every auto-
mobile magnate Is clubbing and
/hooting down workers with it.

In regard to the demand that
preference be given to union mem-
pers the Case Co. made its most
“brilliant” reply: “Inasmuch as It Is
contrary to law to discriminate for
or against an applicant for work

! an account of his membership or
non-membership in a union, we
cannot comply with this request.”

The unions involved in the Sea-
man and Nash strikes are the
United Auto Workers’ Local No.
18785 of Racine; United Auto Work-
ers' Local No. 19008 of Kenosha,
Aid United Auto Workers’ Local No.

J»059 of Milwaukee; Tool and Die
Ifeakers of the International Asso-
v.ation of Machinists; Blacksmiths|.nd Drop Forgers, Local No. 62 of
(he International Union of Black-
miths and Drop Forgemen.

i In the Seaman strike there have
l'een serious battles between scabs
aid strikers and police. Four scabs
vere sent to the hospital on Wed-
nesday, after their car had been
stopped by a hundred workers who
were covering an exit gate. An-
other car full of scabs was stoppedfby a group of 400 pickets, who out-

ffeaneuvered the police, who were
f ■ rying to help the scabs to get into

the plant—instead the workers
helped the scabs to the hospital.

The Socialist Party leaders have
been busy organizing meetings in
front of the plant and doing some
♦early electioneering for two more
years of “socialism in Milwaukee."
Morris Stem, the Socialist attorney
Who is running for a judgeship;
Robert Buech, Socialist supervisor■ Sand former sheriff; Mayor M. V.
Baxter, Socialist Mayor of West Al-

!Ug, a suburt> (Allis-ChalmersCorp.),
all have spoken. Mayor Hoan of

; Milwaukee spoke to the strikersthere a few days ago—the high-
' lights of his speech are worth re-

cording to expose his treachery and
johauvinism and what we mean
When we «se the term “social-
fascism.”

For the N. R. A.
I Stiver tongue Hoan speaking:
:“|teep on fighting for your rights.
(This is a fight for Section 7-A of
,! the recovery act, but there must

be no disorder.” (It is not a class
struggle, it is not a struggle for
food and the right to live—it’s “a
fight for Section 7-A of the recov-ery act!” Let scabs come and go,
let the police tell you to picket on
the other side of the street and
beat you up, “but there must be nodisorder.”)

“If you have any complaints to
make about the police, make them
to Chief J. G. Laubenheimer per-
sonally, as he is always ready to
meet any citizen in times like these

j and discuss matters with him man
to man.” (If cops start beating up
your fellow worker—let them, don’t
interfere, take a taxi to the Safety
Building and talk like a man to

chief, he’ll listen, to you and
|,iaybe tell the cop to stop by tele-jljram.)

Hoan. whose police just clubbed a
• worker, Piasecki, to death in the

Luther demonstration, whose police
have beaten up, terrorized, framed,
hundreds of Milwaukee workers un-
der the direct orders of Lauben-
heimer, asks the workers to talk to
him personally, etc., and all that !
rot. He calls the workers to ac- I
tion then by saying: “Take a tip
from Lincoln and compel the in- |
dustrial lords to understand that I

I you can’t fool all of the people all
■of the time.” No one questions
■that the industrial lords already
'understand this; they also under-

( stand, however, that you can fool
. some of them some of the time—-
/ and that’s what they’re doing as

well as Daniel-the-chicken-hearted-
Hoan.

Hoan then defends his playmates.
"The automobile industrial kings
have branded the American Fed-
eration of Labor as un-American.
The fact is that the American Fed-
eration of Labor is typically Ameri-
can, and was in existence as an

American institution before the Na-
tional Automobile Chamberof Com-
merce was thought of.” Bill Green
should send Hoan a bouquet when
he reads this spew of his.

Hoan powerfully concluded: “We
must demand our rights. God bless
you; I hope you win.” What a
magnificent conclusion! Demand
your rights, workers, but don’t fight
for them, "there must be no disor-
der.” Pray to God and he will bless
you and with his blessing and
Hoan’s “I hope you will win,” you
are sure to smash the capitalist

| system. These are the words and
I tactics of the leaders of Social-

| Democracy in Germany and Aus-
tria that led to the betrayal of
millions of sincere and honest
workers in their struggle against■ capitalism. American workers must
profit by the lessons of their com-
rades in Europe and militantly
fight the treacherous leaders of

; social-fascism.

St. Louis Auto
Men Ready
For Strike
Greet T.U.U.L. Leaflets

Calling for Strike
Organization

ST. LOUIS. March 25.—Every ef-
fort is being made by A. F. of L.
leaders to keep the 3,000 workers in
the Chevrolet and Fisher body
plants from striking. There is a
tremendous spirit for struggle
among these workers.

On Wednesday, the day the A. F.
of L. leaders stopped the strike and
went to Washington to continue to
postpone action, the Trade Union
Unity League here distributed leaf-
lets at the factory gates calling for
immediate strike action. The leaflets
which exposed Green and Collinswere eagerly taken by the auto
workers. The local A. F. of L. leader
was at the factory gate, derby, spats
and all, watching seven or eight
rank and file A. F. of L. members
distribute the T.U.U.L. leaflets.

The workers who missed taking
leaflets were told about them by the
others who got the leaflets. When
they heard of the leaflets they came
back. “Get one of those leaflets.
That’s got the real stuff In it!”
many declared.

A large number came over to the
workers distributing the leaflets,
which answered the full page adver-

j tisement of the bosses against the
workers. “Say this is that Detroit
bunch,” some of them said. Mostly
sort of Communistic, isn’t it? But
Jeez, they sure put up a swell scrap
up there last year, didn’t they?
Well, we need more of that stuff
here.”

The 3,000 St. Louis auto workers
have been suffering particularly
from the worsening conditions. Over
400 were fired for union activity.
Speed up is terrific. Negro workers
in the plants are especially mal-
treated, bullied and discriminated
against.

Meanwhile, the company has tried
to corral the workers into a com-
pany union, but this was so strong-
ly resisted by the workers in the
plant, that the only ones they could
get In were a few professional scabs,
foremen and stool pigeons fur-
nished by “industrial detective” or-
ganizations.

The rank and file members of the
union are, and have been, very mili-
tant, the A. F. of L. leadership here
playing Its usual role of stalling and
collaborating with the bosses and
the National Labor Board. The in-
dignation of the rank and file grew
to such an extent that a number
came to the T.U.U.L. headquarters
to ask advice on how to defeat these
stalling and betraying tactics. Un-
fortunately, there is as yet no or-
ganized rank and file movement in
the union, but even the unorganized
anger of the workers is beginning
to make things “hot” for the A. F.
of L. leaders.

It is up to the rank and file to
force action in the situation here.
Only a complete shut-down of the
factories will make the automobile
manufacturers accept the just de-
mands of the workers. Any hesita-
tion to use the weapon of the strike
will only help the employers in
their merciless drive to keep the in-
tolerable open shop conditions. All
the negotiations in Washington and
New York will bring no satisfaction
to the workers unless the strike Is
used and the real strike leaders are
the workers’ representatives.

Workers of Chevrolet and Fisher
Body in St. Louis! Strike is our
only weapon now! We must strike
now! Let the rank and file decide
its course and not the handful of
officials! Elect large strike com-
mittees in every department from
the ranks of all men regardless of
union membership or craft. All
power to negotiate, to lead the
strike, and to make settlements
must be in the hands of the joint
strike committee of the workers!

Have the strike committee call a
city-wide conference of all labor or-
ganizations, unions, political and
fraternal organizations to secure
the greatest public support striking
workers ever had in St. Louis!

PLAN SECRET POLICE
BOSTON. The Legislature of

Massachusetts has been asked by
Governor Ely to create a secret
police for the state to “coordinate
the activities” of the various police
departments, municipal and state.

The governor declared that an
"emergency” existed because of the
epidemic of serious crimes com-
mitted recently and declared that
this “Bay State Scotland Yard” was
necessary

UNEMPLOYED DEMONSTRATE IN LONDON
Workers from ail parts of England converged on London in a

Hunger March recently, and after repulsing the repeated attacks
of the police, demonstrated on Trafalgar Square. C.W.A. workers in
the United States are now preparing similar huge demonstrations
against ending of the C.W.A.

Strike of 600 N. J.
Embroiderers Is
Solid in 2nd Week
Strikers Appeal to 1.L.-
G. W. U. Members to

Support Strike
UNION CITY. N. J., March 25.

Between 500 and 600 Schiffli em-
’ \ under the leader-

ship of the Schiffli Embroidery
Workers Industrial Union, have been
on strike in Union City and West
New York, N. J., since March 21st.
About 50 per cent of the industry is
completely tied up by the strike.

In a statement yesterday, the
leaders of the Schiffli Workers In-
dustrial Union stated that if the
strike is not spread at once, there
is the greatest danger that the
strike will be broken. The strikers
appeal to every member of the In-
ternational Ladies Garment Union
to take the floor in their union and
demand that support be given to
the strikers, and that the entire in-
dustry be completely tied up by a
general strike.

The strike is aimed directly
against the N. R. A. slave code In
the industry. The workers have put
forward the proposed code of the

| workers to apply for the entire in-
dustry.

The strikers are demanding a 35
hour week with guaranteed wages
from $lB to S4O; the abolition of the
stretch-out; the abolition of home
work in the entire industry; for the
recognition of the union and elected
shop committees of the workers; the
right of the workers to belong to
any union; and no victimization of
any worker for union activity.

Canadian Lumber
Men Solid as Strike
Enters Fifth Week
Other Unions Giving

Strikers Strong
Support

VANCOUVER, Canada. March 25
—Fifteen hundred loggers, under the
leadership of the Lumber Workers
Industrial Union, are still out as the
strike in the British Columbia lum-
ber camps entered its fifth week.
The strike is spreading to other
camps, and the men are solid in
their demands after all attempts of
the government to behead the strike
had failed.

The workers voted 809 to 49
against the government proposal for
a $2.45 wage, and demands are com-
ing in from all over the province for
a $3.20 a day minimum wage. The
men are demanding the $3.20 a day
minimum wage, recognition of the
union, and the settlement of local
grievances. Ather unions are giving
the men strong support.

Crippled Worker in
Endicott Tells How
He Gets “Daily” Subs

"Despite the fact that I am crip-
pled and have to walk around with
a cane, I find it very easy to get new
subs for the Daily Worker,” writes
Anthony Korbel, of Endicott, N. Y.

Anthony Korbel

He has already
obtained 11 new
subscribers, and
e x p e c t s to get
still more.

Here is how he
goes after new
subs:

"I take old
copies of the
Daily Worker
and give them to
workers to read.

In a day or two I come back to
their homes. I have discussions with
the workers on conditions in this
country, in the Soviet Union, about
the speed-up in the local Endicott-
Johnson shoe shops, and about the
conditions of the shoe workers in the
Soviet Union. I explain the differ-
ence between the bosses’ press and
the Daily Worker. In this way I
have gotten 11 new daily subs, and
I will get more, in spite of the fact
that I have to limp along with a
cane.”

Good work, Comrade Korbel! You
arc setting e Bolshevik examnle!

Loggers Win 22 p.c.
Increase After
12-Day Struggle

Strikers, Unenip loy e d
Picket Together;

Joined N.L.W.U.
SEATTLE, Wash. (By Mail),—

Reports from the strike committee
at Portland, Oregon, state after 12
days struggle the Grosset-Western
Log Co. has been forced to pay a
22 per cent increase in wages. The
fallers and buckers of the Big
Creek camp at Knappa, Ore., struck
Feb. 26. After presenting their de-
mands to the company, who rejected
them, these loggers declared their
strike under the leadership of theNational Lumber Workers Union.

Picket lines of strikers and un-
employed union members of Astoria
local were formed at two approaches
to the camp. The national officeof the N.L.W.U. was immediately
notified of the strike being called,
immediately put pickets with ban-ners and leaflets on the streets of
Seattle and around the shipping of-
fices informing the loggers of this
strike action. The strike commit-
tee then proceeded to Portland,
Ore., where they were organized into
departments by Roy Brown, chair-man of the National Lumber Work-
ers Union.

Lafinardia Silent
On Workers Social
Insurance Bill
Does Not Answer Letter

Os Fraternal
Federation

NFW~y6rK ” N.""Y.—The
~

Fra-

ternal Federation for Social Insur-
ance, 89 Fifth Ave., has received no
reply to its letter to Mayor F. La
Guardia, demanding that the Mayor
endorse the Workers Unemployment
Insurance Bill (HR 7598). The let-
ter, dated March 15, and signed by
George Primoff, secretary of the
federation, calls attention to La
Guardia’s statement of March 12
that he favors “a permanent system
of unemployment insurance.”

W'orkers Bill
The letter of the Fraternal Fed-

eration for Social Insurance, repre-
senting organizations with more
than 25,000 members, declares that
with the liquidation of C.W.A. on
April 1, the burning need of the
starving unemployed for unemploy-
ment insurance is even further in-
creased.

The letter to the Mayor declares
why the fraternal federation en-
dorses HR 7598. that it applies to
all jobless without discrimination,
that it does not limit the period of
benefits, that the funds are admin-
istered by the workers’ organiza-
tions, and that the insurance is
without cost to the workers.

Workers of Adelphia
L’ndrv Out on Strike

NEW YORK—Workers of the
Adelphia Laundry, 539 West 53rd
Street, when on strike last week
against low pay, long hours, abuse,
discrimination and the firing of
three members of the Laundry
Workers Industrial Union.

The bosses, with the aid of the
police, immediately started to ter-
rorize and intimidate the strikers.
However, their attempts to chase
the pickets from the laundry were
met with stubborn resistance.

A good deal of the laundry's
business comes from Columbia Uni-
versity and the chain of Silver’s
cafeterias. The Laundry Workers
Industrial Union calls upon the Col-
umbia students to see to it that
service from the striking laundry
be discontinued until the concern
settles with the union and rein-
states the fired men. All patrons of
Silver’s cafeterias are called upon
to refuse patronage there unless
they discontinue to be served by the
Adelphia.

TO DEPORT ALIEN CONVICTS
COLUMBUS, Ohio. Governor

George White last week advocated
the deportation of all aliens in Ohio
penal institutions. The governor’s
plan would make parole for these
prisoners based upon their im-
mediate departure for the country
of their birth.

14 Die, 75 Injured As Fire Sweeps
Lynchburg Jim-Crow Transient Home;

L. S. N. R. Scores City Firetrap Houses
City Frames Up Tenant

Victims of Local
Fire-Traps

NEW YORK.—The attempts oflcity authorities and the courts to
frame-up tenant victims of fire- j
trap tenements and thus absolve the I
landlords of responsibility for fires
which have taken scores of lives of
tenants and their children within
the past weeks are denounced in
a statement Issued yesterday by the
city committee of the League of;
Struggle for Negro Rights.

Th» statement exposes the frame-
up of Mrs. Nellie Marable, Negro
woman, as typical of the new role
adopted by the city In the fire-trap j
situation. Mrs. Marable was
charged with arson, after the Are
at the tenement at 45 Prince St..
Brooklyn, on Feb. 13, causing the
death of a child and an adult. The
judge who heard the case, admitted
that there was no ground for hold-
ing Mrs. Marable, but held her
nevertheless.

The City Committee calls for the
widest support of the campaign
launched by the Boro Hall Branch
of the L. S. N. R„ supported by the
International Labor Defense and j
the Unemployed Council, to smash
this vicious frame-up and for the [
abolition of the hundreds of Brook-
lyn fire-trap tenements. A meeting
has been called for tonight at 132
Myrtle Avenue, at which a delega-
tion will be elected to see Tenement
House Commissioner Post, who has '
admitted that “there Is not one old- j
law tenement In the city which is
not a flre-trap.”

Six fires causing 11 deaths have
taken place in the last month In
Brooklyn. Many of the Brooklyn
tenements, especially those to which
Negroes are restricted under jim-
crow conditions, are not fit for dogs
to live in. Some have no toilets, the
tenants being forced to use un-
sanitary outhouses in the back-
yards. Others do not even have
these outhouses. Many of the
houses have no janitors, and the
halls are in a filthy condition. Many
have no electricity or gas, and are
lighted by kerosene lamps, a con-
stant fire menace. At 39 Prince St.,
a kerosene lamp, with no chimney,
and a small flickering light, is the
entire lighting for the three floors
of the house. At any moment, it
may topple over, causing another
fire, and killing the children and j
their parents in the house.

Many of the houses have no plas-
ter on ceilings and walls—the bare
lathes being exposed. Many are
practically without light and venti-
lation-one four room apartment
having only 2 windows for the four
rooms. The tenants are often
without water. For these unspeak-
ably miserable dumps, Negro work-
ers are forced to pay from sls to
S2O a month for three or four rail-
road rooms.

As a result of the fight organized
and led by the Boro Hall branch
of the L. S. N. R„ several tenants
have had increases in the relief
allowances for rent.

Petitions to Mayor La Guardia are
being circulated demanding that all
tenants living In flre-trap buildings,
be removed at the expense of the
city to safe and sanitary apart-
ments, with no increase In rents,
and the right of Negro tenants to
choose where they wish to live, with
no discrimination against them.
Demands are also being made on
La Guardia that he carry out his
election promises to tear down the
slums and erect model fire-proof
homes for workers, to rent at $6
a room, the funds for this to be
made available by the City Adminis-
tration.

WORKERS’ ENEMIES
EXPOSED

FRED G. WEISS, of St. Paul,'
Minn., formerly (at the beginning
of 1933) connected with the unem-
ployed movement, has been found
out to be a stool pigeon. Besides
some incriminating notes, there

®!Pv? ■ y

fHHi
Fred G. Weiss

were found in
his pockets also
an identification
card issued by
the St. Paul Po-
lice Dept., to
Fred Carl Rein-
feld, as also a
special let t e r -

head reading:
“Fred C. Weiss
—‘Pals’—Fred C.
Reinfeld, Hotel
Blackstone, St.
Paul, Minn.”

His photo -

graph is pub-
lished herewith,

Anti-Fire Trap Meet Tonight
To Aid 6th St. Rent Strikers

and his description is given as:
about 27 years old. about 6 feet tall,
190-200 pounds in weight, eyes blue-
grey, hair dark blond, complexion
medium, build heavy set, wears
glasses, speaks in a boastful manner,
is of untidy appearance, and claims
to be a musician.

* * *

SOLOMON H. DEISCHEN, of
New York City, has been expelled
from the Communist Party and
from Workers Ex-Servicemen's
League (Post 191) for appropriating
funds belonging to the last named
organization (representing collec-
tion at an open-air meeting) and for
swindling a worker out of sll, under
the despicable pretext that he
needed this money for stopping an
eviction.

Description: About 5 feet, 10
inches, tall, heavy set. weighing
about 200 pounds, has a chubby face
and a shifty look in his eyes, is a
fair speaker on the platform. All
workers and workers' organizations
should beware of this swindler, as
he may attempt to continue his
thievery elsewhere.

BULLETIN
NEW YORK.—Tenants of 139-

145 Honston Street, and sympa-
thizers, will form a mass picket
line this morning at 9 o’clock be-
fore the landlord’s office at 156
Second Avenne. From there the
demonstrators will march to the
Essex Market court, 2nd St. and
Second Ave., to answer the sum-
mons of the landlord against the
tenants. M. Richards, a candy
store owner, who several months
ago placed a Nazi coffin in his
window, symbolic of the death of
culture under the Nazi regime,
is one of the tenants summoned
to court by the landlord. The win-
dow was smashed by local Nazis.

* * *

By CYRIL BRIGGS
NEW YORK.—For protesting fire-

trap conditions, menacing the lives
of woridngclass tenants and their
children, at 221 E. 6th St., three of
the tenants have been charged with
“disorderly conduot,” as leaders of
the protest rent strike which has
been in progress at the building for
several days past.

In the Magistrate’s Court at 2nd
Street and Second Avenue, last Fri-
day, the trial magistrate openly ad-
vised the landlord, Abraham Gold-
berg, of 271 Gerard Street, Bronx,
and his attorney son, how to pro-
ceed to smash the strike, while
completely ignoring the tenants’
protests against law violations by
the landlord. Upon the magistrate’s
advice, the landlord got out dis-
possess notices for two of the three
defendants, including Miss Evelyn
Hamilton, whom the landlord con-
siders to be one of the "ringleaders.”
The magistrate also told the land-
lord to call In the police If the
tenants continued their picketing
of the fire-trap building, and to
have them arrested, intimating that
the courts would then do the rest.
The magistrate’s actions were vigor-
ously protested by attorneys for the
International Labor Defense and
the American Civil Liberties Union,
who defended the three tenants.

A Tenants' Committee, organized
by the striking tenants, has called
a protest meeting for tonight, 8
o'clock, in front of the tenement,
220 E. 6th St. The Committee has

issued an appeal to tenants In the
block and to the workingeiass g„.!-
erally for active support to the fight
to bring pressure on the city gov-
ernment to force the landlord to
remove the fire-hazards and obey
the existing laws.

The Committee points out that in
addition to lack of fire-proof stairs
and hallways and fire-escape stair-
ways, the stairway and enclosing
walls leading from the cellar to the
first floor have not been fire-
proofed A fire starting in the cel-
lar v/ould rapidly spread to the up-
per floors. The landlord has not
only refused to heed the complaints

I of the tenants, but has disregarded■ notices from the Tenement House
Department, which has taken no
steps to enforce the law.

In addition, the roof is not kept
in repairs, so that when It rains,
the water leaks through the ceiling,
walls and halls, endangering the
health of the tenants as well as
ruining their furniture. The sky-
light is in a dilapidated condition,
so that rain floods the hallways.
While these conditions breed ver-
min, as well as disease, the landlord
refuses extermination service. The
flats are not steam-heated, and the
chimneys are broken so that coal
gas fumes are forced back Into the
apartments, further endangering
the health of the tenants and their
children. The landlord removed the
door-bells, rather than repair them,
thereby depriving the tenants of
the bells as a warning signal during
fires.

* * *

Brooklyn Workers Hit Fire Traps
BROOKLYN, N. Y. The East

New York anti-fire trap committee
held a mass protest meeting last
week at which delegates were elec-
ted to visit the Mayor and Aider-
man Morris of the 56th Aldermanic
district to demand that the city
remove all fire-trap tenements, and
provide modern fire-proof buildings
at a rental of four to six dollars a
room and finance small home own-
ers to make necessary repairs to
their homes and meet mortgage
payments.

The delegation will report back
at a mass meeting this Tuesday af-
ternoon, at 3:30 o’clock at 333 Shef-
field Avenue.

Windows Boarded; Fire
Extinguisher in Locked
Room in Fed’l Firetrap

LYNCHBURG, Va„ March 26.—At
least 14 homeless unemployed work-ers were dead, and 75 seriously in-
jured as fire swept through the Jim-
Crow Federal Transient Relief Bu-
reau flre-trap here at dawn Satur-
day. The floors of the building in
which the jobless workers were
housed, a fire trap of the worst sort,
collapsed within ten minutes after
the fire started.

Eight of the victims of the gov-
ernment fire trap were white, five
were Negroes. The race of the other
charred victim could not be deter-
mined. No fire escapes were on
the government fire-trap in which
190 homeless unemployed workers
were housed: the stairs were wood-
en; and the five fire extinguishers
In the building were locked in a
separate room. Upstairs, where the
men slept In cots a few Inches apart
hi Jim-Crow dormitories with sepa-
rate entrances for Negroes and
whites, the windows were boarded.

The fire started in the morning
as a pail of grease which the cook
was making Into "gravy” boiled over.
The flames swept upward, quickly
igniting the timbers and floors of
the old three story building.

Panic stricken, the trapped work-ers sought to tear down the high
board wall that blocked exit through
the windows. The men leaped from
the windows, their bodies already
scorched by the flames, and scores
broke arms and legs on the snow-
covered pavement below. Others
grapsped sleet-covered wires that
swung to the streets. Still others
fell on the trolley and telephone
wires, were suspended for a moment,
and crashed to the pavement. Naked
and barefooted, the workers burned,
bleeding and with broken limbs
awaited the arrival of the in-
adequate number of ambulances and
trucks which carted them to thehospitals.

One hospital where 70 were admit-
ted for treatment reported that at
least one-third were seriously burn-
ed, although the full extent of injury
could not yet be determined. Seventy
of the victims of the government
housing were taken to Lynchburg,
and fourteen were carried to Vir-
ginia Baptist Hospital. At the other
hospital power was off and the in-
jured could not be treated.

In addition to those taken to the
hospital, practically all who made
their wav down the wooden stairs
suffered minor burns.

/RUm^S N
\

jock beer;
* IN BOTTLES— ON DRAUGHT*

Starting with March 26th and
) continuing while the supply holds '

out, you will find Ruppert’s Bock
Beer wherever Ruppert’s is sold.
O For many people, 1934 marks
the first taste of this grand
old beer .... for countless
more, it brings back old time
memories .... to everyone it
brings the friendly greeting of

JACOB RUPPERT
BREWERY
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