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A Paramount Chief for the Negro Race 
By CYRIL V. BRIGGS 

C HE Universal Negro Improvement As
sociation and African Communities' 

League announces an International Con
vention of Deputies for August 1, 1920, 
for the purpose of electing "his Supreme 
Highness, the Potentate, His Highness, the 
Supreme Deputy, and other high officials, 
who will preside over the destiny of the 
Negro peoples of the world until an Ahican 
Empire is founded." 

. To many this announce!llen~ may seem 
h1gh-flung and even comical.--:' To those 
"leaders" whose only followers now are 
their shadows, and who have long since 
lost touch with the masses of their people 
because their elongated ears, always alert 
for the jingle of silver, were not primed 
to catch and interpret the murmur of the 
growing aspirations of the race, the an
nouncement may appear to offer a good 
opportunity for a hearty laugh.-/ They 
would not be the first to laugh at the first 
distant grumblings of volcanoes or at the 
omens of mighty change!'. These jackal 
"leaders" will undoubtedly miss the vast 
importance attached to the quoted an
nouncement, because, for one thing, it is 
their nature to pass up the important and, 
for another, they have kept themselves as 
ignorant as possible of the meaning, the 
strength and the possibilities of the move
ment engineered by the U. N. l. A. A. C. L. 

But this announcement of an election of 
a paramount chief is the most important 
that has emanated from any Negro source 
since "the glory that was Egypt's and the 
grandeur that was Ethiopia's" and the pas!!l
ing of the great medieval Negro States of 
the Sudan and West Africa. 

One of the principal reasons for its im
portance is the need, long evident to keen 
observers in and out of the race, of a para
mount chief or supreme leader of the race, 

deriving his powers and authority from the 
race and thus enjoying its confidence in a 
degree great enough for his opinions to 
command universal respect and making it 
possible for wholesale and whole-hearted 
support for his policies. That the race is 
in _sore need of a paramount chief is amply 
evidenced by the present chaotic disagree
ment between the few recognized and many 
self-appointed leaders of the race. Not 
even upon the most important and vital 
questions affec~ing the race are any two of 
these leaders able to agree. As a result 
We have had proffered for our acceptance 
with voluble assurance that each and ever; 
one in itself will solve the problem, the vari
ous policies of buying pigs, ownership of 
property, attainment of education, self
defence, self-immolation, turning the other 
cheek, agitation, servile silence, etc., etc. 

Such a paramount chief or leader the 
white race has attempted to give us in the 
person, first, of Booker Washington, and 
later, of Moton. But the Negro masses 
would have none of these white-advanced 
leaders. Neither would they get together 
and elect a leader of their own choice. And 
in the meantime the interests of the race 
have suffered because there was no pilot 
~t the helm, no person authorized to speak 
111 our behalf and clothed with such au
thority as would be bound to command the 
respect and attention of the world. 

Now the strength of the U. N. I. A. A. 
C. L. is sufficiently great to command obedi
ence from a very large number of Negroes 
throughout the United States, Africa and 
the \Vest Indies, for the person elected 
Paramount Chief at the coming convention. 
And it is this fact especially that makes 
the _matter so 1mportant, since no Negro 
patnot or. any other Negro in his sense!!! 
would des1re to see our approaching unity 
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menaced with division even before it is fully 
achieved. The Negro race now uniting 
from the ends of the earth should not have 
inflicted upon it the evils of an internal 
struggle and divided authority. The Para
mount Chief or Supreme Leader, elected 
at the August, 1920, conference should be 
accepted as such by the entire race. And 
to make such acceptance possible and prob-
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able all purely Negro bodies outside of the 
U. N. I. A. A. C. L. should be invited to 
send delegates to the convention, and should 
be anxious, if their policies are at all dic
tated by love of race and broad vision, to 
accept such an invitation. The projected 
proceedings too greatly affect the Negro 
race to be other than open to all Negro 
organizations and to the Negro press. 

( TALKING POINTS ) 
Jl study of European affairs in the 

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries 
will show that the Italian and German peo
ples had as much to contend against in the 
way of effecting their unity as have the 
Negro peoples of today. Yet it was done! 
Starting with the Kingdom of Sardinia 
(which included the island of that name, 
and what is now Northwestern Italy) and 
the battle cry of "Italia Irredenta," the 
Italian people soon effected the union under 

one flag of nearly all of their race. The 
Great War has since completed that unifica
tion. The territory of the once mighty 
and still much feared German Empire (now 

a republic) was in the eighteenth century 
nothing but a number of petty States in
habited by weak, unorganized tribes. Be
fore 1800 "the political disunity of Ger
many was disgraceful." Her unity was 
effected by the famous Bismarck. Every 
Negro should read the inspiring story of 
the unification of these two peoples-the 
German and Italian-against odds as great 
or greater than those today facing our own 
race. With Liberia as a base, if New World 
Negroes would only wake up to the fact 

that it is useless to expect just1ce and equal 
opportunity under white governments and 
would determine to strengthen that base by 
wholesale emigration, the task of effecting 
Negro unification and liberation would be 
far easier than those that Cavour and Bis
marck had to face for their respective 
peoples. 

While our Fossils are prating about the 
ultimate solution and ignoring the plain and 
emphatic lessons of history, the white man 
is discovering that Africa is the storehouse 

of all future ,industrialism. Says Evans 
Lewin in "The Germans and Africa:" 

"What British statesmen of the period 
failed to understand and even many British 
commercial pioneers did not realize was that 
Africa was the storehouse of industrialism, 
and presented opportunities for economic 
exploitation that had never occurred in the 
history of mankind." 

When the asses, who never learn beyond 
the lies of their primary grade, tell you 
about the "turrible" climate of Africa JUSt 
refer them to the B!1itannica Year Book for 
1913, page 644, to this paragraph on East 
Africa: 

The passing of ten years since the first 
settler (Lord Delamere, the third baron) 
made the Highlands his home has proved 
that climate and soil admirably suit the 
European constitution. The bulk of the 
farm work is done by the Kikuyu, a race 
which has a distinct aptitude for agricul
ture. The settlers were largely recruited 
from the upper and middle classes of Eng
land, and by the end of the decade the 
Highlands were furnished with churches, 
schools, roads, race courses, fenced farms 
and substantial farm houses, newspapers, 
etc. 

The Congo State, Angola and Portuguese 
East Africa are "possessions" of the weaker 
European pirates and so, much more vul
nerable to attack. Organization of the vari
ous native tribes inhabiting these territories 
followed by a swift determined blow at the 
powers of the pirates would soon topple 
over the oppression of these minor Euro
pean powers. The Congo State is admir
ably situated for such a coup, and with her 
wealth of navigable waters would supply 
almost ample communications for her de
fence. There arc several railroads, too, and 
many good automobile roads. 


