
Wanted:

all the facts

all the time
Tlinrc seems to be a blackout nf

news ill Uie Slate of California, that

tiio membership of the Party hasn't
been- receiving. First there is the
stRtement that Dennia made, in rela

tion to questioning the leadership of
the Soviet Union. Pravcia printed the
stateiTienL, yet the membership of the

C.P. here doesn't know all that it con

tained. Second, the Central Committee
of the CPSU issued an answer, not

only for United States Communists,
but for Italian, French and Ehiglish
who had already raised similar ques
tions; We only received excerpts in
the People's World. It's impossible to

get a decent picture when these im
portant statements, and many others,
are not pi-intod in full. The PW, in my
opiidon, is not publishing the moat
important material tor the kind of
readership it has. It may be under the
jmpression that the PW has a broad

and even with a broad base,

these are important statements. The
fact remains that for the most part,
according to the figures, the readers
arc left progressives, and are vitally
concerned with these developments. I
thiuk it's about time the PW faced

the cold facts and proceeded on that
ba'ds, not on what they wish to be the
situation.

Since the PW is not reporting In
full on such questions, I feel the CP
bos a big respon.sibiJlty in making this
material available. Max .Weiss wrote

an article on '•Civil Liberties," Aa a

rc.vilt loads of letters from the mem

bership were written. Certainly the
leadership cannot abdicate this re
sponsibility, Let them all write in the
bniletin and help start the ball rolling
arri you will see all the letters that
will come pouring in from the rank
and file — pros and con.

We don't expect and don't want
formalized answers. We expect the
leadership to recognize the crisis the
parly is in. So fai- none of the reports
inibeate that. Just put your questions
antJ thoughts down on [>aper, just ilka
the meinbei-ship is e.xpectcd to do.

As the basis for pre-convention dis
cussion we have the Dennis and Weiss
Kports. This to me is in complete con
tradiction to what Vtjeisa says, in his
pamphlet, on deniocragy. "First there
is the imperative need to open new
channels wliich will facilitate member
ship participation in policy decisions.
This^is one respect of a far wider need,
namely, to consult with the masses
in formulating policy."

As things stand today, we usually
find that party policies are formulated
in top bodies after extended periods of
debate, sometimes of ttjs sharpest and
most protracted character. But the
membership never hears of such de
bates. it only gets the finished product,
the end result of the discussion. The
var-ied a.spects of the question under
discussion which, on top levels, pre
cipitate lively differences are never
communicated to the membership.

Hence, the membership is rarely aware

of the process by which policies are
hammered out on top levels. They
never learn which contrary views
were considered and rejected or why.
Not only does this militate against the
cthication of the membership. It also
deprives tlie leadership of the opinions
and views of the membership which
are indispensable for the correct, col
lective formulation of party policy. By

the time- some discussion which has
taken place in the top body reaches the
membership, it is a cut and dried end
product with all life-giving juices
drained out. To add insult to injury,
in many caseS free discussion of the
policy in question is choked off in
party branches by the top leadership
tinder cover of "fighting for the llne".
Wc thus have the anomalous situation
where a difference of opinion in a top
body is considered as "debate and dis
cussion" but a difference of opinion in
a branch is considered "opposition to
the line." •«

These words written by Mac Weiss,
should be read just by the Mac Weiss
himself for his orticle on "Civil Liber-

lies." The way he wrote that left no
doubt that he was speaking in the
name of the party, when the party
members hadn't had much discussion to
come to some of the conclusions that
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About limits
Several protests have been re

ceived about the previously aa-
Rounced l.UOO work limit ou cbn-
trlbution.s to The Party Forum.

The purpose of a word limit in
a bulletin, like a time limit on dis

cussion at a meeting, b to afford
the opportunity for the widest par
ticipation, An article of 3,009 words
displaces four of <50 words, and
the. problem b to arrive at some
medium that provides for reason
ably full expression by eacit indi
vidual. without at the same time

foreclosing controbutlons from
otheni or unreasonably delaying
their publication. A word limit also
serves the incidental purpose of
enconraglng more concbe expres
sion.

The editorlnl commltee pro
poses a I,.100 word limit, and urges
atll contributors to try to comply.
We do not wish to assume rcspon-
.slbillty for brimming any of these
articles, and apologize to those few
persons whose articles had been
cut.

he came to. His denial, in later re
marks, that he • was speaking as an
individual, doesn't hold much water,
his words are there in print. Also
every member of the national com
mittee and leadership on a1I levels
should begin applying, those words;
and demanding that we apply democ
racy in our ranks, starting now, not
some time in the future.

When I first read the Dennis and

Weiss reports I didn't feel they an-
. swered or even began to tackle some
of the basic questions that people had
already raised. But I rationalized in
my mind, after all, they didn't have all
the facts, IDiruschev's report was still
a secret, even for them.

But now I have learned that the na
tional committee had a hona fide re
port on Khrushchev's second report,
that was read the time of its meeting.
I am shocked that this was kept secret
from the membership. The Dennis re
port doesn't even touch upon the 20th
Congress. V/elss' report sounds lilce
they had scattered reports on Khrus-
chev's speech. The main reports that
were printed should have riated that
they had received a bona fide report
on Khruachev's secret report, and
more than that, compared some of the
terror that took place in the Soviet
Union with some of the terror and
bureaucracy In our party. Again I
will rationalize, if they were hot cap
able of digesting Khruschev's report—
in terms- of being self-critical of our
party by recognizing a crisis situation
as some members did — then let
these reports be withdrawn and deeper
reports be placed for discussion, be
cause. on this question many members
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DISSOLUTION IS

NO SOLUTION
The Juarez club, Los Angeles County,

CPUSA, expressed its confidence in our

national leadership and commends that

leadership for its wise policy of leaving
wide open all questions of program and
policy pending the fullest and freest
pre-convention discussion and action
by the convention itself. This, to lia, is
a welcome concrete expression of that
Inner-party democracy to which moat
of .our leading cadres, including the
national, have much too often, in the
past given only lip-service. At the
same time, we do not consider that the
national leadership is absolved from
the obligation of taking part in that
discussion.

The Juarez club bails this democratic

approach to the very serious and fun
damental problems confronting .our
party in this critical period and de
mands that this approach be insti
tutionalized and Implemented to cover
all phases of party life and activity to
the end that bureaucratic centralism

shall be replaced with democratic cen
tralism, The Juarez club, recognizing
that responsibility for the imposition
of bureaucratic centralism upon our
party does not rest entirely witli the
leadership, solemnly pledges to vigpr-
ously oppose any tendency, from y/hat-
ever quarter, to continue or rehabil
itate this utterly reprehensibl.e and
harmful bureaucratic practice..

To assure the fullest participation
of t.be membership in the pi-e-conven-
tion dUcussiOi: and convention deci

sions, it is necessary that the member
ship be kept fully informed on dis
cussions in the national and other top
committeasi The Juarez club condemns

present methods of haphazard, dis
torted and diluted reports to the rhem-
bership on discussions in the national

committee, etc. We demand that the
membership receive adequate informa
tion on the thinking of the leadership.
Including dissident or minority views.
The Juarez club moreover expects and
insists that the views of the member
ship, as developed in the pre-conven
tion discussion, shall be reflected in
the decisions of the convention, in ac
cordance with the principles of dem
ocratic centratism.

This club also takes this opportunity
to express its adamant opposition to
any and all ideas and proposals aimed
at the liquidation of the Communist
Party, USA. Our members are sim
ilarly opposed, with one exception, to
any change of name for our party. It
is our collective opinion, with the one
exception noted, that the results
sought by those proposing a change

Let the leaders go,
and the clubs remain
In view of the present crisis in

leadership and organization of the
Party, I propose that:

• National and state leadership be
disolved and the personnel involved go
to work in private industry, it pos
sible.

• All newspapers, schools, and allied
organizations be set up on an inde
pendent financial and political basis.
• All party clubs should become au
tonomous units with complete freedom
to make and execute policy, to affiliate
or disaffiliate, to change name ana
form of organization to fit the best
interests of the working class. I
Why do I feel that such radical steps

are necessary? To begin ".vith, these
changes are needed to shatter the
thick layers of bureaucracy which now
suffocate and mislead the Marxist
movement. Secondly, they would bring

about a decisive break with the So-
vietlzatlon of American Communists.
Finally, these changes would for the
first time allow our membership to
apply creative Marxism in America.
The new Marxist clubs could bury
themselves in their local situation,
where needed adopting the forma of
aport clubs,, social lodges, cultural or
trade union action groups, familiar
and dear to the American mind.
Would .such activities lead the

American working and middle classes
to socialism? No, they could not. How
ever, in my opinion they could satisfy
the requirements of the interim period
we are now entering In this country.
They would prepare for that great day
which is surely coming sooner than
many think: the rapid coalescence of
a mass broad, powerful, labor party
driving toward Socialism.

Teamster—S.P,

of name, can be effected only by re
pudiating at the same time our basic
principles and this, to us, is utterly un
thinkable.

"A rose," as the poet said, "will
smell as sweet by any other name."
In the same sense, a Marxist party
in mid-twentieth century America will
iiieveitably be red-baited and smeared
no matter what name it adopts. The
answer to such attac]?s on our party
is not to masquerade under false colors,
but rather to' sinlc our roots deep
among the American people by the ap
plication of correct policies, tactics and
hard work, and the utilization of the.
vast reservoir of good-will existing
among many sections of the working-
class and the Negro people for our
party, as a result of its relentless
struggles for better worlting condi
tions. for the rights of the Negro peo
ple, "for peace and decency, with a so
cialist America as its ultimate goal.
We reject the contemptible thesis that
our party stands today "hopelessly
compromised, politlcaily and morally,"

This club fully recognizes the ne
cessity for a searching reappraisal by
our party of Us program, policies and
tactics, of frank criticism of past
errors and determined efforts to cor

rect those errors and guard against
their repetition. We condemn, how
ever, present tendencies to ignore all
that is good and inspiring in our past.
We suggest that while there should
be no dimunition of principled crit
icism, no lag in our determination to
root out bureaucratic methods, sec
tarian thinking and mechanical ap
plication of Marxist principles to the
Aunerican scene. It is nonetheless high
time that we discarded the sackcloth

and ashes as a permanent garb and
pried ourselves loose from the wailing
wall.

Our party has made serious errors,
it is true; not the least being our un- .
critical attitude towards other Com

munist parties and the socialist coun
tries. But our mlstalces were honest

mistakes, if still ine.xcusable. (How
many other groups can truthfully say
the same of much of their policies
since 1914?) And certainly we were
not the consistently inept blunderers,
the unmitigated fools and idiots that
some flagellant comrades seem to take
a masochistic delight in depicting us
to have been. We have many correct
policies and achievements to our credit.
We have written many a glorious page
in American history, as an integral
part of the American people. Our
party has contributed greatly to the
growth of the American labor move
ment and to the development of the
now burgeoning freedom struggle of
the Negro people. We have helped ad
vance the cause of the Mexican-Amer

ican people and other minority groups.
We need no apology for our existence.

If we are at present isolated from
these movements, that isolation can be
overcome In time by the correction of
past mistakes, the elimination of in
correct policies, tactics and ap
proaches, and by hard work. We al
ready are malting some small gains in'
the labor movement and there are
countless ways in which we can ac
tively help, and rally support to, the
Negro freedom movem'ent. Let us,
then, resolve to pry ourselves loose
fi-om the wailing wall and conscien
tiously and vigorously, carry forward
the necessary tasit of reappraisal'and
the wiping cut of bureaucracy, sec-
tariani.sm. doctrlnarism — and right
opportunism as well.

Long live the Communist Party,
USA!

The Juarez Club.

Los Angeles, California
Cyril Briggs, Educational Director


